
Dear OCDSB Students,  

We hope you have enjoyed your first full week of school. Thank you all for continuing to 
complete your daily self-screening for COVID-19 symptoms, keeping a physical 
distance from others, washing your hands, masking, and staying home when sick. 

National Day for Truth and Reconciliation and Orange Shirt Day 

Thursday, September 30th is the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation and Orange 
Shirt Day. This is a day of mourning and remembrance for Indigenous people. This date 
also offers an opportunity to reflect and to honour survivors, their families, and 
communities, and ensure that public commemoration of the history and legacy of 
residential schools remains a vital component of the reconciliation process. We will be 
sharing more information next week about learning opportunities for students and how 
families can mark this day.  

Please note, this is not a statutory holiday in Ontario and students will be required to go 
to school. However, Indigenous students may decide to be home on that day to engage 
in activities with family and community. Indigenous self identification is a confidential 
process and should not be understood as a requirement for students to be away from 
school on this important day. There is no expectation that students who are away from 
school on this day participate in any school-related activities. Teachers have also been 
asked to not schedule tests or make assignments due on September 30th. 

COVID-19 Self-Screening and Symptoms 

The list of symptoms for COVID-19 for those under 18 years of age has been updated for 

this school year. Please note: even if you have symptoms that do not require a COVID-19 
test, you are STILL required to stay home until symptoms are improving for at least 24 
hours.  

 If you are a high-risk contact and you are showing ANY possible symptoms, 
you are required to isolate and get tested for COVID-19. This applies to those 
who are fully vaccinated or not fully vaccinated. 

 Before you go back to school, please see the Attestation for return to school for 
students following illness on the Supporting Schools webpage. 

Co-op Placement Opportunities  

For students looking to secure a co-op for this fall, Excellence in Manufacturing 
Consortium (EMC), through their new WILWorks High School program, is offering over 15 
placements with numerous different employers in the city of Ottawa. Register Here. For 
more information, refer to these FAQs.  

In case you missed it… 
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Virtual Night School Program: Registration for the OCDSB Virtual Night School 
Program for Fall 2021 is open until September 20th. This program is open to students in 
all school boards. More information, including how to register and a list of our course 
offerings, is available on our website.  

Virtual International Language Classes for Secondary Students: Virtual 
International Language Classes are open to students in grades 9-12. Visit our website for 
more information, including a list of the languages offered and details on how to 
register. Classes begin September 25, but depending on the availability of spots, 
students can register up until October 16. 

Thank you,  

Camille Williams-Taylor 

Director of Education 
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